
Order of Service for Compline, Advent Sunday 29th November 2020 
 

The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end. 
All  Amen 
 

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: whom resist, steadfast in the 
faith.   1 St. Peter 5, 8, 9. 

 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us; 

All  Thanks be to God. 
Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

All  Who hath made heaven and earth. 
 
A period of silence for reflection on the past day follows.  
 
All We confess to God almighty, the Father the Son and the Holy Ghost, that we 

have sinned in thought, word and deed, through our own grevious fault. 
Wherefore we pray God to have mercy upon us. 

 
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins and deliver us from all 
evil, confirm and strengthen us in all goodness, and bring us to life 
everlasting, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 
May the almighty and merciful Lord grant unto you pardon and remission of all 
your sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy 
Spirit. 

All  Amen. 
O God, make speed to save us. 

All  O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

All As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  
Amen. 

All  Praise ye the Lord. 
The Lord’s name be praised. 

 
 

 
 
 



Office Hymn 
 
All  Creator of the stars of night, 

Thy people’s everlasting light, 
O Jesu, Saviour of us all, 
Regard thy servants when they call. 
 
To thee, O holy One, we pray, 
Our judge in that tremendous day, 
Preserve us, while we dwell below, 
From every onslaught of the foe. 
 
All praise, eternal Son, to thee, 
Whose advent sets thy people free, 
Whom with the Father we adore, 
And Spirit blest, for evermore.  Amen.  

 

Psalm 143 
1. Hear my prayer, O Lord, and consider my desire: hearken unto me for thy truth and 

righteousness’ sake. 
2. And enter not into judgement with thy servant: for in thy sight shall no man living be 

justified. 
3. For the enemy hath persecuted my soul; he hath smitten my life down to the ground: 

he hath laid me in the darkness, as the men that have been long dead. 
4. Therefore is my spirit vexed within me: and my heart within me is desolate. 
5. Yet do I remember the time past; I muse upon all thy works: yea, I exercise myself in 

the works of thy hands. 
6. I stretch forth my hands unto thee: my soul gaspeth unto thee as a thirsty land. 
7. Hear me, O Lord, and that soon, for my spirit waxeth faint: hide not thy face from me, 

lest I be like unto them that go down into the pit. 
8. O let me hear thy loving-kindness betimes in the morning, for in thee is my trust: 

shew thou me the way that I should walk in, for I lift up my soul unto thee. 
9. Deliver me, O Lord, from mine enemies: for I flee unto thee to hide me. 
10. Teach me to do the thing that pleaseth thee, for thou art my God: let thy loving Spirit 

lead me forth into the land of righteousness. 
11. Quicken me, O Lord, for thy Name’s sake: and for thy righteousness’ sake bring my 

soul out of trouble. 
12. And of thy goodness slay mine enemies: and destroy all them that vex my soul ;  
13. for I am thy servant. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost: as it was in the beginning is 
now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  



Reading   Mark 13.35–end 

 
Keep awake – for you do not know when the master of the house will come, 
in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find 
you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep 
awake. 

 
All  Thanks be to God. 
 

Into thy hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 
All  Into thy hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

For thou hast redeemed me, O Lord, thou God of truth. 
All  I commend my spirit. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 
All  Into thy hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 
 
All Preserve us, O Lord, while waking, and guard us while sleeping, that awake 

we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 
 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace 
According to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation 
Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. 
 
Preserve us, O Lord, while waking, and guard us while sleeping, that awake 
we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 

 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

All  Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
All Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  Amen. 

 



Blessed art thou, Lord God of our fathers: 
All  To be praised and glorified above all for ever. 

Let us bless the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost: 
All  Let us praise him and magnify him for ever. 

Blessed art thou, O Lord, in the firmament of heaven: 
All  To be praised and glorified above all for ever. 

The almighty and most merciful Lord guard us and give us his blessing. 
All  Amen. 
 
A meditation is read. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

A period of silence and open prayer follows, after which the Collects: 
 

ALMIGHTY God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, 
and put upon us the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which 
thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when 
he shall come again in his glorious Majesty, to judge both the quick and the 
dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who liveth and reigneth 
with thee and the Holy Ghost, now and ever.  

All  Amen. 
 
Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the silent hours of this night, 
so that we who are wearied by the changes and chances of this fleeting world, 
may repose upon thy eternal changelessness; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All  Amen. 
 

We will lay us down in peace and take our rest. 
All  For it is thou, Lord, only that makest us dwell in safety.  

Abide with us, O Lord, 
All  For it is toward evening and the day is far spent. 

As the watchmen look for the morning, 
All  So do we look for thee, O Christ. 

The Lord be with you 
All  And with thy spirit. 

Let us bless the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
 

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost bless 
us and preserve us.  

All  Amen.  


