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The Rector’s Ramblings… 
 
Here is the link to our online service for this Sunday: https://vimeo.com/576213846 This will be our last 
regular weekly online service for now. If we need to go back online in future, we may have more pre-
recorded services or look into live-streaming from St Andrew’s, Colyton.  My thanks to all who have 
helped to prepare the weekly online services.  This week’s service contains a collage Lord’s Prayer, 
spoken by some of the voices we have heard on our online services recently.  My thanks to Simon Ford 
for compiling it. Simon works hard behind the scenes for us and has recently designed some eye-catching 
and attractive posters for our events, for which we are very grateful.  
 We have had some fantastic events over the past week.  The Corbett Road Singers came to St 
Winifred’s and gave us a lovely concert of choral works.  It was lovely to see a good crowd at the concert, 
and to have refreshments outside in the churchyard in the interval. My thanks to the team at Branscombe 
for providing drinks and organizing the door, etc. The weather for the church market and open day on 
Saturday was perfect.  There was a great buzz about the place and it was good to welcome so many from 
the village and a good number of visitors, too. A huge amount of work—thank you to all those who were 
involved. A great success. 
 The Gesualdo Six came to St Andrew’s on Tuesday.  It was a superb concert and their music-
making was simply sublime. It was a huge privilege and delight to have such an internationally-renowned 
group of musicians in our church.  My thanks to Margaret Clark and the team for making it happen.  To 
have these concerts, together with the very successful recital by Nick a few weeks ago, taking place in 
our churches has meant a great deal to those within our church communities and to those outside; 
providing an opportunity for people to gather safely to listen to live music has been a crucial and 
appreciated part of our outreach.  

On Monday 19th July, the current legislative powers which assist the mitigations against the Covid-
19 virus transmission will be rescinded by the Government. Nevertheless, there will be an encouragement 
to personal and corporate responsibility in this area; as the Prime Minister said in one of his recent 
statements ‘The pandemic is not over.’ Even without this legislation in place, the Church of England has 
recommended a cautious approach to activity within our buildings, especially during corporate acts of 
worship. 
 Speaking to many across the Mission Community the feeling is that we need to keep some 
mitigations in place at least for a little while longer.  I am aware of many who are still understandably 
cautious and I am anxious to keep everyone on-board: I want all people to feel both safe and comfortable 
in our churches. To this end, I believe we need to take things steadily. After the 19th the good news is that 
we will be allowed to have congregational singing in church.  

Although it will no longer be mandatory, I would encourage you to continue wearing masks 
whilst moving around inside the church, at least until you are at your seat. Do keep them on if you feel 
safer doing so, although the wearing of masks will no longer be mandatory after 19th July.  

I also urge you to continue to spread out in church and maintain social distancing, although 
labelling will be scaled back and pew cushions/hassocks will return to pews, we all know the drill by now, 
so there should be no need for lots of labels on/ropes over pews.  The most-used pews/surfaces will 
continue to be sanitized after services, and hand-sanitizer will continue to be provided at the door.  Track 
and Trace records will continue to be kept.  Holy Communion will continue to be administered as it is now 
(in one kind, the priest taking the usual precautions and wearing a mask during distribution).  

 

https://vimeo.com/576213846


 If you are worried about the lifting of restrictions, remember that attending church is very low-
risk. There are also lots of services 6 days a week across our churches—if you are feeling uncomfortable 
in larger congregations, there is a quiet mid-week Eucharist at Colyton, plus an 8am Eucharist on Sundays. 
The village churches have smaller congregations, and the weekday Morning and Evening Prayer services 
are short acts of worship which just a few attend.  The Ministry Team and I are working hard to provide 
every parishioner with a suitable place and time to worship in their church.  If you are continuing to shield 
or isolate, please let me know.  
 As always, my sincere thanks to all those who have been working so hard to keep our churches 
open, clean and safe.  

Your efforts are very much appreciated.  Thank you to you all for your continued patience and 
understanding during these uncertain times.   
 

With every good wish and blessing,    Fr Steven.  
 

Holyford BBQ  Wednesday 16th August  
Plans are afoot to hold a benefice BBQ in the Vicarage garden on 16th August.  The gathering will begin 
at about 6pm to enable young families to attend. The event will be outdoors, and as there is a good 
deal of space in the garden we can all spread out. I would very much appreciate some assistance 
organizing this—please let me know if you can help. (Rector@holyford.org or 01297 553180.) 

 

Friendly Fridays at St Andrew’s, Colyton  
These are going very well, with a good mixture of people from church, the wider community and visitors 
attending. We could do with some more help, especially to set up the tables and chairs before and after.  
Please contact Christine Sansom if you can assist (01297 552065). Each Friday in St Andrew’s.  Tables are 
spaced wide apart and there is an excellent waiter/waitress service in place. Tea/coffee/squash and a 
selection of cakes etc. are available from 10am–12noon.  Do spread the word.  
 

St Giles’s Bike Ride: Sunday 25th July  
In support of Elf—Exeter Leukemia Fund. On Sunday 25th July there will be a sponsored bike ride 
beginning at St Giles’s Church (2.30pm for 3.00pm start). The ride will finish at Northleigh Village Hall 
with a bar-b-que and bar. There is a choice of route to suit all abilities. Entry: £10 donation to ELF (£5 for 
those aged 12 years or younger). Donations to ELF for those who just wish to attend the Bar-b-Que! Please 
contact Bar Faraday if you wish to attend: 01404 831476.  
 

The Lantern Shop Needs You! 
Help is always welcome but we specifically need shop volunteers on Monday, Tuesday and Saturday 
mornings. Volunteers are welcome from any of our five parishes. Someone who can do on-line sales 
would also be very welcome.  The Lantern will be having a "Sale on the Church Green" on September 
11th and anyone who would like to help with that is welcome to e mail Angie 
Williams,  angie.williams38@outlook.com. As always a big "thank you" to everyone who contributes to 
the shop in so many ways. 
 

New Group for September: Exploring Faith  
We all have questions about life and faith, troubling issues or aspects of faith that we would like to know 
more about. The sessions last about an hour and a half and will be led by Canon Karen Curnock beginning 
in September. They are not a course like Alpha. The agenda belongs to the people who come each time 
(they work well with 7 to 12 people and more than 15 is unmanageable). It is very egalitarian in that people 
come with their own questions and those present vote for the ones they’d most like to discuss on 
that occasion. Views about levels of interest and where and when they might happen will be welcome. 
Please contact Karen at karen.curnock@gmail.com.  
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New Holyford Website 
Our existing website, Holyford.org is of an age and design that means it now needs major work in order 
to keep it going. The Mission Community Council (wardens and treasurers from the six churches) have 
discussed the matter and have agreed that the current website needs to be re-designed. The address will 
remain the same, but the website will be re-designed and updated so that it looks clearer and can be 
used more easily on mobile telephones and smaller devices. The website is a vital tool in our mission and 
outreach and has been critical to our communications and worship provision particularly over the past 
year. The work has been put out to tender and the best and most competitive quotation we have 
received is for just over £1800. The cost of the website will be split proportionally between the six 
churches. Finances are rather stretched at present across our six churches, so any donations towards this 
work would be much appreciated. If you would like to contribute to the cost of the new website 
specifically, please send your donation to Angela Sansom. Cheques can be sent (made payable to Colyton 
PCC) via the Sunday School Building, Market Place, Colyton EX24 6JS or If you would like to do a bank 
transfer, the details: Colyton PCC, CAF Bank Ltd., Sort code: 40-52-40 Account number: 00011472. Please 
reference your payment: ‘New Website’.  
 

Prayers  
Please continue to pray for all those who are struggling at this time, especially those ill at home or 
in hospital.  Prayer requests can be sent to us via the office@holyford.org or to Fr Steven. We 
remember those who have died recently, among them:  
 

Tom Windsor, Dean Parsons, Betty-May Masters, Beryl Whitton.  
Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 
 

Below: The Gesualdo Six before their concerts at St Andrew’s last Tuesday 
 

 

mailto:office@holyford.org

