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The Rector’s Ramblings… 
My apologies for failing to get a Holyford Herald ready for you last week. There is more disappointment 
to come—the next edition will appear around 15th August as I shall be on annual leave this week. 
 Last Sunday came the sad news that Malcolm Green had died. Malcolm was well-known in the 
area as an organist around the parishes and was head server at St Andrew’s for several years.  Although 
he lived for much of the time in Southampton, he spent a lot of time here and had many friends within 
the Mission Community. His funeral services will take place in Southampton, and there will be a service 
for him in Colyton at a date yet to be confirmed.   
 Many of you will be aware that Charles Hill has been taking a break from sending out the weekly 
emails and from leading church services in order to look after his wife, Kate, who has been ill. Very sadly, 
Kate died last evening in Derriford Hospital. Our love and condolences go to Charles and his family. Please 
continue to hold them in your thoughts and prayers.  
 Shaun Tipton, who has been on placement with us for the past six weeks, has come to the end of 
his time here.  It has been an absolute pleasure to have him join us these past weeks, and he has given 
such a lot to our parishes. We shall miss him. Many thanks to all who have made him feel welcome.  My 
thanks to Shaun for all the time and help he has given us these past weeks. Please pray for Shaun as he 
continues to discern a call to ordained ministry.  
 It has been very tricky to meet up for group events this past year. On Wednesday 18th August we 
are hoping—if the weather is dry—to have a gathering at the Vicarage in the garden.  Please see details 
below.  If you wish to come to the BBQ, please book a place/places with Emma Laughton.  
 In today’s Gospel, Jesus says ‘I am the bread of life’. In the prayer that Jesus gave us, the Lord’s 
Prayer, we have the line: ‘give us this day our daily bread’. It is a line of the prayer which asks God not to 
give us heaps, but enough: it invites us to trust God that he will give us today, and tomorrow, and the 
next day, just what we need, knowing that whatever is given will be sufficient. ‘Give us this day our daily 
bread’ is also an invitation to us to seek God each day. Each day presents us with a need or an opportunity 
to receive the bread of life, to encounter Jesus Christ afresh. The bread of life is there for us each day, to 
offer us sustenance on our journey.   
 

With every good wish and blessing,    Fr Steven.  
 

Holyford BBQ  Wednesday 18th August: All are welcome  
Plans are afoot to hold a benefice BBQ in the Vicarage garden on Wednesday 18th August.  The gathering 
will begin at about 6pm to enable young families to attend. The event will be outdoors, and as there is a 
good deal of space in the garden we can all spread out. Please let Emma Laughton know if you wish to come, 
and any dietary requirements so that we can prepare the right amount of food. Email: office@holyford.org 
(or 01297 551400). Donations to cover costs would be welcome. Any surplus will be split between the 
churches.  Soft drinks and beer will be available, or bring your own wine. Any profits after costs have been 
met will be split between the six churches.  
 

Evening Prayer around the parishes 
There will be no public Evening Prayer services at Colyford, Colyton, Branscombe and Northleigh this 
week.  The pattern of daily Evening Prayer resumes at Colyford on Tuesday 10th August. 
 

 



Friendly Fridays at St Andrew’s, Colyton  
These are going very well, with a good mixture of people from church, the wider community and visitors 
attending. We could do with some more help, especially to set up the tables and chairs before and after.  
Please contact Christine Sansom if you can assist (01297 552065). Each Friday in St Andrew’s.  Tables are 
spaced wide apart and there is an excellent waiter/waitress service in place. Tea/coffee/squash and a 
selection of cakes etc. are available from 10am–12noon.  Do spread the word.  
 

The Lantern Shop Needs You! 
Help is always welcome but we specifically need shop volunteers on Monday, Tuesday and Saturday 
mornings. Volunteers are welcome from any of our five parishes. Someone who can do on-line sales 
would also be very welcome.  The Lantern will be having a "Sale on the Church Green" on September 
11th and anyone who would like to help with that is welcome to e mail Angie 
Williams,  angie.williams38@outlook.com. We also need storage space, especially good, dry storage 
suitable for clothes.  Please let Angie know if you can help. As always a big "thank you" to everyone who 
contributes to the shop in so many ways. 
 

New Group for September: Exploring Faith  
Questions of Life and Faith - Meetings once a month on the second Thursday of each month from 2pm 
to about 3.30pm in St Michael's church, Colyford. Anyone is very welcome to come along and does not 
need to make an ongoing commitment as each session stands alone. Questions raised may not be 
discussed on the day; it depends on the ones voted for and how much time is spent on each topic. 
Questions not discussed are carried forward and added to by new questions which arise all the time as 
we think about the world and our life of faith. The first session is on Thursday, 9th September and the 
next two on 14th October and 11th November. Come along on the day; at the moment no advance 
booking is needed. Karen Curnock  karen.curnock@gmail.com.  
 

New Holyford Website 
Our existing website, Holyford.org is of an age and design that means it now needs major work in order 
to keep it going. The Mission Community Council (wardens and treasurers from the six churches) have 
discussed the matter and have agreed that the current website needs to be re-designed. The address will 
remain the same, but the website will be re-designed and updated so that it looks clearer and can be 
used more easily on mobile telephones and smaller devices. The website is a vital tool in our mission and 
outreach and has been critical to our communications and worship provision particularly over the past 
year. The work has been put out to tender and the best and most competitive quotation we have 
received is for just over £1800. The cost of the website will be split proportionally between the six 
churches. Finances are rather stretched at present across our six churches, so any donations towards this 
work would be much appreciated. If you would like to contribute to the cost of the new website 
specifically, please send your donation to Angela Sansom. Cheques can be sent (made payable to Colyton 
PCC) via the Sunday School Building, Market Place, Colyton EX24 6JS or If you would like to do a bank 
transfer, the details: Colyton PCC, CAF Bank Ltd., Sort code: 40-52-40 Account number: 00011472. Please 
reference your payment: ‘New Website’.  
 

Prayers  
Please continue to pray for all those who are struggling at this time, especially those ill at home or 
in hospital.  Prayer requests can be sent to us via the office@holyford.org or to Fr Steven. We 
remember those who have died recently, among them:  
 

Kate Hill, Malcolm Green, Tom Windsor, Peter Yapp, Clive Thompson   
Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them. 
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For Sale - at Friendly Fridays in St Andrew’s Church. 
A selection of cards designed by Hetty Kothari. 

£1 each. Profits go to Church funds. 
If you have any specific design requests, Hetty is usually at Friendly Fridays  

at 11.45a.m. to discuss options. 
 

  
 
 


