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The Rector’s Ramblings… 
My apologies for the absence of a Holyford Herald since 29th August. I usually write and send these 
newsletters out on Fridays/Saturdays, but this week you have it on a Wednesday.  Today the Church 
celebrates the nativity (birthday) of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The Church makes quite a fuss of Mary not 
simply because she was a good person and ‘highly favoured’ (Luke 1.28), but be because she used the 
power of that grace did something courageous and wonderful with it. By realizing that God had 
something special for her to do, she got on and did it. She not only trusted in God, but realized that God 
was entrusting her with a huge and precious gift.  The acceptance of that gift, the incarnation of Jesus 
Christ, changed the world.  

The world is changing in many different ways, and there has been much in the news recently about 
the future of the world as concerns about the effects of climate change grow. Here is a link to a joint 
statement by the Pope, the Ecumenical Patriarch and the Archbishop of Canterbury which many be of 
interest:  https://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/news/news-and-statements/joint-statement-climate-
change-archbishop-canterbury-pope-francis-and  
 One of the areas of the world significantly affected by climate change are the Solomon Islands.  
On Saturday 18th the Archbishop of Canterbury will be coming to Exeter Cathedral for a special service 
marking the 150th anniversary of the martyrdom of Bishop John Coleridge Patteson, first bishop of 
Melanesia. Patteson came from Feniton and his martyrdom is commemorated in the carved pulpit of 
Exeter Cathedral.  I have included details of the events and services taking place that weekend below. In 
October St Andrew’s Colyton will be hosting a meeting the Devon branch of the Companions of the 
Melanesian Brotherhood on Saturday 30th October (all welcome—details to follow). 
 Tomorrow the first session of Questions of Life and Faith will take place at Colyford Memorial Hall 
at 1.45pm, led by Canon Karen Curnock. Anyone is welcome to go along.   

On Tuesday we held our monthly Holyford at Prayer meeting at St Michael’s, Colyford.  The next 
meeting will be in October. If you have any prayer requests, please let me know.  The prayer meetings 
are usually led by the Rev Michael and Jo Selman and offer an excellent, informal opportunity to come 
and pray for 30 minutes about anything and everything.  The theme of this week’s Holyford at Prayer was 
‘praying with boldness’. If you haven’t yet been to a Holyford at Prayer session, I would commend them 
to you.  

One of the things I am particularly keen to see grow and develop within the Mission Community 
is the ministry of pastoral care.  From visiting the sick to keeping in touch with those who are bereaved 
or who have had weddings or baptisms with us, the work is significant and varied.  Covid has disrupted 
quite a lot of what was in place before I arrived in post, so the time has come to re-group and consider 
how we move forward.  Please see my note below.  

Lots going on!  I have also been asked to publicize some organ recitals at Sidmouth Parish Church 
(please see below).  
                 With every good wish and blessing,    Fr Steven.  
 

Friendly Friday 10th September 9.30am to 11am 
The Friendly Friday coffee mornings are proving very popular.  This week the session will begin at the 
earlier time of 9.30am and will end at 11am as there is a wedding in St Andrew’s at 12 (booked in before 
we started the Friendly Friday initiative!).  Next Friday we shall be back to the usual times: 10am to 12noon.  
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Pastoral ministry makes a difference in community support. 
Are you an open-minded and understanding person who enjoys meeting people and have a good 
‘listening ear’? We are developing our pastoral team who visit people in their home and the community 
who need someone to chat through life’s ups and downs. The team is part of a network of church 
activities that offer friendship and support to each other. You will regularly meet with other home visitors 
to discuss the kind of conversations you may have, consider what a visitor does and does not do, gain 
new skills and the confidence that you are doing the right thing and making a difference. If you are 
interested to join us I would like to hear from you. Please email (rector@holyford.org) or phone or leave 
a message with your name and contact details on 01297 553180 by Friday 24th September.  
 

Lantern Shop Open-Air Market and Parish Picnic, Colyton  
On this Saturday, 11th September on the green in front of St Andrew’s Church there will be a Lantern Shop 
end of season sale from 12 noon to 4pm. From 3.30pm onwards you are invited to bring a picnic and join 
a gathering on the church green.  
 

Mary Jones’s sponsored Skydive  
Mary Jones attends St Michael’s, Colyford. Her husband of 55 years, Bobby, has been diagnosed with 
Parkinson’s Disease.  To support the work of Parkinson’s UK, Mary successfully completed a skydive last 
Sunday. Some of her family joined her, including children and grandchildren for the dive, which they did 
at 15,000 taking off from Dunkeswell airfield. Mary landed in once piece and said that she enjoyed it so 
much, she would do it every day!  Many congratulations to Mary and to Jason, Paula, Nathan and Maddie 
who did the dive with her.  If you would like to sponsor Mary, it isn’t too late.  Here is a link to her 
JustGiving page (set up by Rebecca Armitage) https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/mary-jones-
skydive 
 

Harvest Festivals at Northleigh and Branscombe 
The first Harvest celebrations in the Mission Community are taking place during the coming weeks.  On 
Friday 10th September Northleigh will be holding a Harvest Supper in the Village Hall if you would like to 
attend, please let Norma Rich know asap 01404 871422.  The Harvest Thanksgiving service will be at St 
Giles’s Northleigh on Sunday 12th September at 6pm. On Sunday 19th Branscombe will be holding their 
Harvest Festival at 11.15am. There will be a bring-and-share lunch afterwards. Please contact Jill Johnson 
(01297 680133) or Ross Willmington (01297 680264) if you would like to attend the lunch. 
 

Malcolm Green  
A service for the late Malcolm Green will be held at St Andrew’s Church, Colyton, on Tuesday 21st 
September at 12 noon. The service will be a Requiem Eucharist with some of Malcolm’s favourite hymns 
and will last an hour.  Some of his friends from Southampton will be coming and would like to invite those 
who would like to come to lunch afterwards.  Please contact Mary Skinner if you would like to join the 
luncheon party after the service. Mary’s contact details: 07716 110153 or email: mella.14.sk@gmail.com  
 

Can you help? 
Derek Cordell is an elderly priest whose sight is failing. He lives at the top end of Seaton and would like 
to worship regularly at Colyton, but cannot get to church without a lift. Rather than loading one person 
with the responsibility every week, are there two or three people who could offer to bring him on 
a Sunday? It would need some coordination but that can be worked out. If you are able to offer could 
you let Karen Curnock know in the first instance, either in person or by phone on 07460 244475 or email 
to karen.curnock@gmail.com 
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St Michael’s Café 
The next St Michael’s Café will take place on Wednesday 15th September 10am to 12noon out on St 
Michael’s green in front of the Chapel.  
 

Big Church Picnic  
The Big Church Picnic has been re-scheduled for Sunday 19th September.  The event will take place at 
Peco in Beer. The day starts at 10.30am.  To book a place please contact the Reverend Shuna George 
shuna.art@gmail.com or 07971 759997. 
 

John Rollings 
Will be known to many, as he was parish handyman in Colyton for many years. A deeply committed 
Christian, John attended St Andrew’s each morning for Morning Prayer before work. He helped lead 
some of our worship during Holy Week.  For the past few years he has been training for ordination, and 
will be made deacon at Wells Cathedral on Saturday 25th September.   If you would like to contribute to 
his ordination gift, please send your donation to me at the Vicarage—cheques made payable to Colyton 
PCC.  
 

Christian Aid Coffee Morning 
This will take place on Saturday 16th October from 9.45am to 11.45am in Colyton Feoffees Town Hall. All 
welcome. 
 

Prayers  
Please continue to pray for all those who are struggling at this time, especially those ill at home or in 
hospital.  Prayer requests can be sent to us via the office@holyford.org or to Fr Steven. We remember 
those who have died recently, among them:    

Christopher Wenn, Joan Yates, Graham Bowstead and Jean Lever. 
 

Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

Restored Chasuble  
Many thanks to Tish Wells who has painstakingly restored a 19th century chasuble from St Andrew’s 
Church.  The fabric of the main part of the chasuble had become stained and torn over the years. We 
managed to find some quality fabric of a pattern very similar to the original. Tish carefully unpicked 
the orphreys and embroidery panels and stitched them onto the new chasuble that she made to the 
exact pattern of the old one.   
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