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The Rector’s Ramblings… 
Many thanks to all those who took part in our Mission Community Advent Carol Service last Sunday. It 
was lovely to see so many in St Winifred’s.  It was also the debut of the Mission Community Choir, who 
sang beautifully. Details of our Advent and Christmas services can be found in the Christmas leaflet 
prepared by Emma Laughton for the Mission Community. These will be available in church and via email. 

With the public health announcements following the discovery of the Omicron variant of 
Coronavirus, I would urge all those coming to church—especially during the busy season of Advent and 
Christmas—to wear their masks indoors, especially when moving around the buildings. Some people are 
exempted from wearing masks due to health conditions, so we must continue to be both responsible 
and sensitive in our precautions to limit the spread of the disease.  

After twelve years in the job, Emma Laughton is retiring as our Mission Community Administrator 
at the end of February 2022. Emma has been our Administrator since 2009. During my two years here, 
Emma has been fantastic and has saved my bacon on a weekly basis, especially during the summer when 
we had to cram two years’ worth of delayed weddings and baptisms into about 6 weeks! This is a varied 
and exciting role and it would be good if we could get someone ready to take over the reins at the end 
of February. We are hoping that we will be able to offer around 20 hours per week and our 
Churchwardens are currently discussing the hours and pay for the post. If you or someone you know 
might be interested in the role, please let me know.   

Advent is a wonderful season, especially if we can take some time to live it and stave off, as much 
as possible, pre-Christmas panic. The emphasis in Advent hymns, readings and symbols draws us to the 
visual; the most common message we hear from readings and hymns is to ‘look’ or ‘watch’ or ‘wake’ (Lo! 
He comes, People Look East…Wake, O Wake….Longing for Light….). The candles of the Advent wreath 
are lit each week and gradually the light increases towards Christmas, enabling us to see more clearly.  
The work of this season is to sharpen our skills at seeing and noticing as we await the coming of Christ; 
seeing, noticing and praying more deeply about the world around us, responding to those in need, 
examining our own life and faith, discovering the shafts of light which God provides to help prepare our 
hearts and minds for the manifestation of his love. O come, O come, Emmanuel.   
  
 With every good wish and blessing,   Fr Steven.  
  

Holyford at Prayer 
The next Holyford at Prayer will be on Tuesday 7th December at 4.30pm in St Michael’s, Colyford. A time 
of informal prayer led by the Rev Michael and Jo Selman.  All are welcome.  
 

Questions of Life and Faith 
2pm this Thursday. This group, led by Canon Karen Curnock, is attracting a mixed group from our local 
churches. We meet in Colyford Memorial Hall. A donation of a £1 or £2 is welcome to meet costs, but not 
essential. The most important thing is to come with questions that matter to you and open them up to 
share views and insights. All welcome. 
 

Breathing Space 
Returns for Advent.  A chance for some quiet meditation during this busy season. Each session begins 
with a short introduction and lasts 30 minutes: Wednesday 8th December at 5pm, Wednesday 15th 

 



December at 4.30pm and Wednesday 22nd December at 5pm in the Lady Chapel at St Andrew’s Church, 
Colyton.  
 

Smile at a Stranger Christmas Appeal  
Supporting homeless/recently housed people locally and collecting for St Petrock’s, Gabriel House, Bread of 
Life and the Amber Foundation.  Collecting hats, scarves, gloves, sleeping bags, toiletries, sanitary products, 
new underwear and socks, chocolates and biscuits and things for recently re-housed people. Please place 
donated items in the boxes in St Andrew’s , Colyton and St Michael’s Colyford. The last drop-off is on 17th 
December. To donate larger items,  please contact them direct via their Facebook Page 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/541672902582958 or telephone Katherine Sharp, 07548 284141.  

 

A Message from Linda Joy, our Children and Families Worker  
As Children & Families Worker for the Holyford Mission Community, it has been such a joy to welcome 
many new families to Colytots from far and wide as well as within the community of Colyton.  We 
launched this new venture of a parents & baby/toddler session in May, in response to the desperate need 
that some families had to be able to reconnect safely once again.  A very enthusiastic team of volunteers 
has grown and started to build friendships and relationships with the children and their parents, 
grandparents and carers. Father Steven keeps everyone entertained with his renditions of Old Mac 
Donald and What Shall We Do With The Drunken Sailor, and others serve refreshments and get to know 
the families. 

Looking ahead, we hope that some families may feel interested in joining in the main Sunday 
Services at Colyton and we wish to be in a position to ensure that families feel welcomed and their needs 
understood and provided for.  We are therefore looking for people who may feel interested in being part 
of a team of volunteers to create a creche/Sunday Club (Funday Club, as I like to call it!).  If this is 
something that you feel you would like to be involved in, please do contact me and we can chat it 
through. 

In addition, we are planning to re-launch our Messy Church on Thursday 13th January as an after-
school type venture, in St Andrew's, in place of our previous Sunday afternoon sessions at the Reece 
Strawbridge Centre.  Again, it is hoped that families feel welcome and that they belong within our church 
building and our church family. If this is an activity that you feel you would like to be involved in, please 
do contact me to discuss. 

As we are re-emerging out of this Covid crisis, I feel that even more families are looking for ways 
to connect and places where they feel understood, welcomed and loved.  Would you like to be a part of 
these exciting new opportunities, as we aim to show the love and light of Christ to the youngest of our 
communities and their families?  I'd love to hear from you. lindajoychildrensworker@gmail.com tel. 
07796 063208.  
 

Christmas Flowers at St Andrew’s, Friday 17th & Saturday 18th December  
Following the success of the flower weekend in October we plan to decorate St Andrews for Christmas 
in the same way, using jam jar arrangements only. If you would like to take part, please bring your 
Christmas floral jars between 9am – 1pm on either day.   
  

Do you knit? 
January 2022 onwards:  The Lantern Shop is seeking knitters with spare capacity! Recently the shop has 
been gifted with quantities of wool/yarn which are enough to knit actual items e.g. jumpers etc. If you 
could help in a voluntary capacity and would enjoy making some items that the shop would then be able 
to sell as garments, please contact Christine Sansom on 01297 552065. 
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Situations Vacant: Treasurer to the PCC & Mission Community Treasurer 
Angela Sansom is stepping down from these roles at the end of December. Angela has worked extremely 
hard over the years, doing three jobs: managing the accounts at St Andrew’s, St Michael’s Colyford and 
the Mission Community finances.  We now need a new person—or a team, ideally—to take on these key 
roles. This is a particularly crucial time at Colyton/Colyford as we work to tackle the significant deficit. 
Ideally, we need a team working together to share the administration and book-keeping, plus others who 
can help plan and put together proposals on the best way the PCC can tackle the deficit.  Please speak to 
David Fouracre, Christine Sansom, Angela or me if you are interested.  
 

Some Music a natty setting of People Look East by Paul Trepte, from Ely Cathedral 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GD9ucg8zusg  
 

Prayers  
Please continue to pray for all those who are struggling at this time, especially those ill at home or in 
hospital.  Prayer requests can be sent to us via the office@holyford.org or to Fr Steven. We remember 
those who have died recently, among them:    
 

Grahame Swan, Sybil Bradford, Pat Rutter, Paul Chadwick, Yvonne Apps.  
Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them.  

 

Where there’s muck… 
This week the two great brass Chandeliers at St Andrew’s have been cleaned, ready for Christmas.  
Many thanks to the team who spent all day carefully labelling them (every fitting is a unique size) 
taking them apart, cleaning them and putting them back together again.   The Colyton chandeliers, 
made in 1796/7 are very special. Three tiers of twelve brackets was the highest attained and the only 
other parish church in England to possess a three tier like this is St Mary the Virgin and St Mary 
Magdalene, Tetbury, Gloucestershire. We cannot say for certain who made the Colyton ones, possibly 
Thomas Willshire of Bristol. There is also a two-tier version in St Lawrence’s, Southleigh, believed to be 
by the same maker, but of an earlier date (c. 1794), the gift of John Mountstephen How of Wiscombe 
Park.  It is likely that Southleigh set the trend and some Colyton folk, after visiting St Lawrence’s, were 
inspired to commission the two chandeliers at St Andrew’s. The Colyton chandeliers cost £85, 15s 1d. 
(including installation…). A bargain!   
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